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SPECIFICA1I0H, 

TO ALL vVHOM IT MAY GOUCKBB 

Be it known that I, William M« JPindley, a oitizan of the 
United States and resident of the Glty, County anB State of 
lew York, Doctor of Medicine, having invented certain new 
and useful improvements in PeBsary Construction, do heresy 
declare that the following is a full, clear and exact 
description of the same. 

The object of this Invention is to provide an improved 
device known in the medical profession as a pessary* 

These devices are used by gynecologists and obstetricians 
in the vagina, to prevent or correot a downward or backward 
displacement of the uterus and, in some oases, to support 
the anterior and posterior walls of the vagina. 

The device must be of the proper shape and size to fit 
the individual case and it is essential that it be rigid in 
a longitudinal direction, as the lower end rests upon the 
rami of the pubic bone and the muscles of the pelvio floor 
and the upper end holds the uterus in position by pressure 
against the posterior fornix of the upper end of the vagina. 

It is also important that the device be smooth to obviate 
irratation or injury to the mucous membrane and it must be 
light in weight to avoid excessive downward pressure, whioh 
is not only uncomfortable but tends to cause displacement of 
the device. The material used in its construction must allow 
of shaping to fit the individual case, it must have suffici- 
ent strength or regldity to withstand the strain of prolong- 
ed pressure without sagging or breaking and it must be Hon- 
oorrosive because of its oonstant exposure to secretions 
and antiseptios used in douching* 
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The object of the present indention is the provision of a 
practical device having the above noted requirements and 
which, by reason of its novel construction, may be readily 
inserted through the introitus or entrance to the vagina 
without causing pain or Injury and which, when inserted, 
will have the required size, shape and rigidity to perform 
its required function, and which may be readily removed, as 
is required at least once a month. 

In designing this device to meet the requirements and 
objects of a device of the class described, I have provided 
a pair of rigid side members joined by resilient portions 
normally holding the side members in extended position to 
provide a rigid support in a longitudinal direction while 
permitting the side members to be manipulated by the operat- 
or and folded together in a direction transverse to the Ion©, 
itudlnal axis of the device and adapted to restore and 
retain the figid side members to their normal positions 
when released* 

Ona form of such device, with several modifications of 
the means for securing the resilient members to the rigid 
side members, is shown in the accompanying drawings as 
Illustrative of the invention and the various features 
heretofore set out generally, as well as other features of 
the same, as will be apparent from the description of the 
device illustrated „ 

In the drawings, like parts in the several views have been 
given the same reference numerals 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a device illustrating the 
invention. The normal or operative position of the parts is 
shown in full lines while its folded position, ready for 
insertion through the introitus, or removal therethrough, is 
shown in dotted lines, ffig. 2 is an enlarged sectional view 



showing one form of resilient joint or connection between 
the ends of the rigid side members and Figs* 3, 4 and 5 
are similar views showing different modifications of the 
construction of the resilient joint, 

The rigid side members are shown at 1 and 2 in Pig*. 1 and 
in their folded together position in dotted outline at 1 1 
and 2* , respectively ,fhese members may be of hard rubber, 
moulded to meet the required shape, size, etc. The ends of 
these side members are bent inwardly toward each other . 

The resilient portion joining the ends of the rigid side 
members 1 and 2 may be of soft rubber and, if desired, may 
be reinforoed by a resilient member 3, which may be round, 
flat or other shape suitable, extending into the ends of 
the rigid side members 1 and 2, respectively, as shown in 
Fig. S. This resilient member may be secured by moulding 
the ends thereof in the opposed ends of the side members, in 
the manner indicated in Figs. 2 and 3, or a ferrule, such as 
shown at 8 in Fig. 4 or at 12 in Fig. 5, may serve as the 
means of attachment. 

It is important, as previously pointed out, that the outer 
surfaces of the device be smooth and continuous and free fraa 
sharp edges. The resilient portion shown in Fig. 1 or the 
yielding covering 4 shown in Fig. 2 is positioned between 
the opposed ends of the side members 1 and 2 and provides 
a smooth, continuous outer surface for the device. When the 
reinforcing resilient member 3 is used, the resilient cover- 
ing 4 encloses the intermediate portion of the member 3, as 
shown in Fig* B end this resilient portion or covering is 
preferably slightly compressed between the ends of the side 
members 1 and 3 so that when the same are folded it will 
expand and prevent any! opening of the parts at the juncture 
of the same and will preserve the smooth and continuous 
out or surface of the device. 



In the form shown in Fig. 3, this resilient covering 5 is 
formed to enclose the ends of the side members, indicated at 
6, as well as the reinforeing resilient member 7. In Fig. 4, 
the covering 9 is formed to enclose both the ferrule 8 and 
the ends of the side members, as indicated at 10, and in 
Fig. 5, the covering 14 encloses the ferrule 12, mounted on 
the reduced portion 11 of the side members, and also the 
ends thereof, as indioa ted at 15, and the resilient member 33 
These different forms of coverings may be of soft rubber* 

On ao count of the construction described, the device 
furnishes the necessary support because of its rigidity in 
a longitudinal direction, from its lower to its upper end., 
and, at the same time permits the rigid side members to be 
manipulated or folded together in a transverse direction 
and, on account of the relatively small cross-sectional 
dimension when folded, it may be readily inserted and 
positioned without pain or injury being inflio ted upon the 
patient. When inserted and positioned, the side members 
are automatically restored to their normal positions and 
the device then has the necessary transverse dimensions 
to perform its intended functions. 

The removal of the device is accomplished by reversing the 
operation just described, 2hat is, the dootor closes the 
side members together and, holding the same closed, can 
readily remove the device through the introitus without 
injury to the patient or oausing pain. 

It will be apparent that these results could not be 
accomplished if the device were of the required dimensions 
to perform its functions and made either entirely of rigid 
oonst ruction or entirely resilient throughout its extent 
and the oombined features of rigid side members joined by 
resilient portions and provided with a continuous, smooth 
surface presents a device having great utility. 
~4« 



What I do claim as my invention and desire to saours by 
letters patent Is:- 

1, A device of the class described, comprising rigid 
side members joined by resilient portions connected to and 
holding the ends of said rigid side members in spaced re- 
lation to each other, the outfcr surfaces of the side members 
and resilient portions being smooth and continuous and with- 
out sharp angular joints, the said resilient portions 
normally holding said rigid side members in extended position 
to provide a rigid support in a longitudinal direction while 
permitting said side members to be manipulated and folded 
together in a direction transverse to the longitudinal axis 
of the device and adapted to restore the said members to 
their normal positions when released* 

3* A device of the class described, comprising rigid 
side members joined by resilient portions, and a resilient 
yielding covering compressed between the opposed ends of 
said rigid side members and enolosing eaoh of said resilient 
portions, providing a smooth and continuous outer surface of 
said device, said rigid side members being normally held by 
said resilient portions to extended positions to provide a 
rigid support in a longitudinal : direction while permitting 
said side members to be manipulated and folded together in 
a direction transverse to the longitudinal axis od the device 
and adapted to restore the said members to their normal 
relative positions when released. 



